The Sinner Neither Able, Nor Willing To Be Saved
Verses compiled by David Ellingson

The Unregenerate are:
 

Unwilling to be Saved
John 5:39-40 NASB  "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  (40)  and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
 
Isa 64:6-7 NASB  For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  (7)  There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arouses himself to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.
 
Rom 3:10-12 NASB  as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  (11)  THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  (12)  ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."
 
John 8:43-47 NASB  "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word.  (44)  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  (45)  "But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.  (46)  "Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?  (47)  "He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God."
 
John 3:20-21 NASB  "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  (21)  "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."
 
John 10:26 NASB  "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.
 

Their Affections/Desires are Corrupt
Mat 15:18-20 NASB  "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.  19  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.  20  "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man."
 
Jer 13:23 NASB  "Can the Ethiopian change his skin Or the leopard his spots? Then you also can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil.
 
Mar 7:21-23 NASB  "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  (22)  deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  (23)  "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."
 
Psa 14:1-3 NASB  For the choir director. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good.  (2)  The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God.  (3)  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.
 
Rom 1:21 NASB  For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
 
Gen 6:5 NASB  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
 
Gen 8:21 NASB  The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, "I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.
 
Pro 20:9 NASB  Who can say, "I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin"?
 
Pro 21:10 NASB  The soul of the wicked desires evil; His neighbor finds no favor in his eyes.
 
Mat 15:19 NASB  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
 
John 7:7 NASB  "The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.
 
Jer 17:9 NASB  "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
 
Their Minds are Corrupt
Eph 4:17-19 NASB  So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  (18)  being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;  (19)  and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
 
Rom 8:6-8 NASB  For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,  (7)  because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  (8)  and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
 
2Co 4:2-6 NASB  but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  (3)  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  (4)  in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  (5)  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  (6)  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
 
Tit 1:15 NASB  To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.
 
Pro 14:12 NASB  There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
 
1Ti 4:2 NASB  by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,
 
1Co 1:18 NASB  For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
 
1Co 2:14 NASB  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
 
Tit 1:15-16 NASB  To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.  (16)  They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.
 
Mat 13:14-15 NASB  "In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;  (15)  FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.'
 
2Ti 3:1-7 NASB  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  (2)  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  (3)  unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  (4)  treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  (5)  holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  (6)  For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,  (7)  always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
 

Their Mouths, Tongues and Speech are Corrupt
Psa 5:5-9 NASB  The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity.  (6)  You destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.  (7)  But as for me, by Your abundant lovingkindness I will enter Your house, At Your holy temple I will bow in reverence for You.  (8)  O LORD, lead me in Your righteousness because of my foes; Make Your way straight before me.  (9)  There is nothing reliable in what they say; Their inward part is destruction itself. Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.
 
Psa 10:3-4 NASB  For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire, And the greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.  (4)  The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, "There is no God."
 
Psa 58:3 NASB  The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak lies go astray from birth.
 
Psa 140:3 NASB  They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; Poison of a viper is under their lips. Selah.
 
Pro 10:32 NASB  The lips of the righteous bring forth what is acceptable, But the mouth of the wicked what is perverted.
Pro 15:2 NASB  The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, But the mouth of fools spouts folly.
 
Pro 15:14 NASB  The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on folly.
 
Pro 15:28 NASB  The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.
 
Mat 12:33-35 NASB  "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  (34)  "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  (35)  "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.
 
Job 15:16 NASB  How much less one who is detestable and corrupt, Man, who drinks iniquity like water!
 
Col 3:5-9 NASB  Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  (6)  For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience,  (7)  and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  (8)  But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  (9)  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,
 

Their Feet are Corrupt
Isa 59:7 NASB  Their feet run to evil, And they hasten to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, Devastation and destruction are in their highways.
 
Rom 3:15 NASB  "THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD,
 

Their Eyes are Corrupt
1Jn 2:16 NASB  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
 
Rom 3:18 NASB  "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES."
 
John 12:39-40 NASB  For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again,  (40)  "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM."
 

Their Hands are Corrupt
Isa 59:3 NASB  For your hands are defiled with blood And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken falsehood, Your tongue mutters wickedness.
 

Their Ears are Corrupt
2Ti 4:3-4 NASB  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,  (4)  and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
 
They are Spiritually Dead
Eph 2:1-9 NASB  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2  in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6  and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7  so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
 
Col 2:13 NASB  When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,
 
Psa 14:1-3 NASB  For the choir director. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good.  (2)  The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God.  (3)  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.
 
Isa 53:6 NASB  All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
 
John 5:42 NASB  but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.
 

They are Slaves to Sin and Held Captive
Rom 6:6 NASB  knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
 
Rom 5:12 NASB  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--
 
John 8:34 NASB  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.
 
Rom 6:16 NASB  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?
 
Rom 6:20 NASB  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  [meaning: free from any righteousness]
 
2Pe 2:19 NASB  promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
 

 

So how can a spiritually dead person, who is enslaved to sin be saved?
John 6:44 NASB  "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
 
John 6:65 NASB  And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father. "
 
John 3:3-8 NASB  Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  (4)  Nicodemus *said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"  (5)  Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  (6)  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  (7)  "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  (8)  "The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."
 
John 5:21 NASB  "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.
 
John 8:36 NASB  "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
 
1Co 12:3 NASB  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
 
1Co 1:23-31 NASB  but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  (24)  but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  (25)  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  (26)  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  (27)  but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  (28)  and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  (29)  so that no man may boast before God.  (30)  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  (31)  so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
 
Tit 3:3-5 NASB  For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  (4)  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  (5)  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
 
John 1:12-13 NASB  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  (13)  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
 
Act 3:16 NASB  "And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.
 
Act 5:31 NASB  "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
 
Act 18:27 NASB  And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace,
 
Php 1:29-30 NASB  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  (30)  experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
 
2Ti 2:25-26 NASB  with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  (26)  and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
 
Jas 2:5 NASB  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
 
2Pe 1:1-4 NASB  Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  (2)  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  (3)  seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  (4)  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
 
Eph 2:4-9 NASB  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6  and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7  so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
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