God’s Providence
If God controls all things, how can our actions have real meaning?
Text in blue taken from:  Systematic theology : An introduction to biblical doctrine, Wayne Grudem, (chapter 16)
  
	Compatibilism
Compatibilism holds that absolute divine sovereignty is compatible with human significance and real human choices. 
 
Under the general category of providence we have three subtopics, according to the three elements in the definition above: (1) Preservation, (2) Concurrence, and (3) Government.
 
Preservation
God keeps all created things existing and maintaining the properties with which he created them.
Hebrews 1:3
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

	Colossians 1:16-17
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

	Acts 17:28
28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’ 

	Nehemiah 9:6
6 “You alone are the Lord. You have made the heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them And the heavenly host bows down before You. 

	2 Peter 3:7
7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

	Job 34:14-15
14 “If He should determine to do so, If He should gather to Himself His spirit and His breath, 
15 All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust. 

	Psalm 104:29
29 You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust. 

	2 Peter 3:10-12
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 
11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

	Concurrence
God cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do.
Ephesians 1:11
11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 

	 

1) Inanimate Creation
Psalm 148:8
8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 

	Job 37:6-13
6 “For to the snow He says, ‘Fall on the earth,’ And to the downpour and the rain, ‘Be strong.’ 
7 “He seals the hand of every man, That all men may know His work. 
8 “Then the beast goes into its lair And remains in its den. 
9 “Out of the south comes the storm, And out of the north the cold. 
10 “From the breath of God ice is made, And the expanse of the waters is frozen. 
11 “Also with moisture He loads the thick cloud; He disperses the cloud of His lightning. 
12 “It changes direction, turning around by His guidance, That it may do whatever He commands it On the face of the inhabited earth. 
13 “Whether for correction, or for His world, Or for lovingkindness, He causes it to happen. 

	Psalm 135:6
6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 

	Psalm 135:7
7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 

	Psalm 104:14
14 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the labor of man, So that he may bring forth food from the earth, 

	Job 38:32
32 “Can you lead forth a constellation in its season, And guide the Bear with her satellites? 

	Job 38:12
12 “Have you ever in your life commanded the morning, And caused the dawn to know its place, 

	Matthew 5:45
45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

	 

2) Animals
Psalm 104:27-29
27 They all wait for You To give them their food in due season. 
28 You give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. 
29 You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust. 

	Job 38:39-41
39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
40 When they crouch in their dens And lie in wait in their lair? 
41 “Who prepares for the raven its nourishment When its young cry to God And wander about without food? 

	Matthew 6:26
26 “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 

	Matthew 10:29
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 

	 

3) Seemingly “Random” or “Chance” Events 
Proverbs 16:33
33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the Lord. 

	 

4) Events Fully Caused by God and Fully Caused by the Creature as Well 
For any of these foregoing events (rain and snow, grass growing, sun and stars, the feeding of animals, or casting of lots), we could (at least in theory) give a completely satisfactory “natural” explanation. A botanist can detail the factors that cause grass to grow, such as sun, moisture, temperature, nutrients in the soil, etc. Yet Scripture says that God causes the grass to grow. A meteorologist can give a complete explanation of factors that cause rain (humidity, temperature, atmospheric pressure, etc.), and can even produce rain in a weather laboratory. Yet Scripture says that God causes the rain. A physicist with accurate information on the force and direction a pair of dice was rolled could fully explain what caused the dice to give the result they did—yet Scripture says that God brings about the decision of the lot that is cast.
 
The doctrine of concurrence affirms that God directs, and works through the distinctive properties of each created thing, so that these things themselves bring about the results that we see. In this way it is possible to affirm that in one sense events are fully (100 percent) caused by God and fully (100 percent) caused by the creature as well. However, divine and creaturely causes work in different ways. The divine cause of each event works as an invisible, behind-the-scenes, directing cause and therefore could be called the “primary cause” that plans and initiates everything that happens. But the created thing brings about actions in ways consistent with the creature’s own properties, ways that can often be described by us or by professional scientists who carefully observe the processes. These creaturely factors and properties can therefore be called the “secondary” causes of everything that happens, even though they are the causes that are evident to us by observation.
 
5) The Affairs of Nations
Job 12:23
23 “He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges the nations, then leads them away. 

	Psalm 22:28
28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s And He rules over the nations. 

	Acts 17:26
26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

	Daniel 4:34-35
34 “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ 

	 

6) All Aspects of Our Lives 
Matthew 6:11
11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 

	Philippians 4:19
19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

	Psalm 139:16
16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them. 

	Job 14:5
5 “Since his days are determined, The number of his months is with You; And his limits You have set so that he cannot pass. 

	Galatians 1:15
15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 

	Jeremiah 1:5
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

	Jeremiah 10:23
23 I know, O Lord, that a man’s way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps. 

	Proverbs 20:24
24 Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, How then can man understand his way? 

	Proverbs 16:9
9 The mind of man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps. 

	Proverbs 16:1
1 The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the Lord. 

	Psalm 75:6-7
6 For not from the east, nor from the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation; 
7 But God is the Judge; He puts down one and exalts another. 

	Luke 1:52
52 “He has brought down rulers from their thrones, And has exalted those who were humble. 

	Psalm 127:3
3 Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 

	1 Corinthians 4:7
7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 

	Psalm 18:34
34 He trains my hands for battle, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

	Proverbs 21:1
1 The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes. 

	Ezra 6:22
22 And they observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had caused them to rejoice, and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria toward them to encourage them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 

	Ezra 1:1
1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying: 

	Psalm 33:14-15
14 From His dwelling place He looks out On all the inhabitants of the earth, 
15 He who fashions the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works. 

	Philippians 2:13
13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

	 

All of these passages, reporting both general statements about God’s work in the lives of all people and specific examples of God’s work in the lives of individuals, lead us to conclude that God’s providential work of concurrence extends to all aspects of our lives. Our words, our steps, our movements, our hearts, and our abilities are all from the Lord.
 
But we must guard against misunderstanding. Here also, as with the lower creation, God’s providential direction as an unseen, behind-the-scenes, “primary cause,” should not lead us to deny the reality of our choices and actions. Again and again Scripture affirms that we really do cause events to happen. We are significant and we are responsible. We do have choices and these are real choices that bring about real results. Scripture repeatedly affirms these truths as well. Just as a rock is really hard because God has made it with the property of hardness, just as water is really wet because God has made it with the property of wetness, just as plants are really alive because God has made them with the property of life, so our choices are real choices and do have significant effects, because God has made us in such a wonderful way that he has endowed us with the property of willing choice.
 
God, our infinite Creator, has made an actual world and in it has created us as real persons who make willing choices. To say that God could not make a world in which he causes us to make willing choices, is simply to limit the power of God. It seems also to deny a large number of passages of Scripture.﻿
 
The basic difficulty is that of attempting to explain the nature of the relationship between an infinite God and finite creatures. Our temptation is to think of divine causation in much the same way as human causation, and this produces difficulties as soon as we try to relate divine causation and human freedom. It is beyond our ability to explain how God can cause us to do certain things (or to cause the universe to come into being and to behave as it does)
 
7) What About Evil?
If God does indeed cause, through his providential activity, everything that comes about in the world, then the question arises, “What is the relationship between God and evil in the world?” Does God actually cause the evil actions that people do? If he does, then is God not responsible for sin?
 
In approaching this question, it is best first to read the passages of Scripture that most directly address it. We can begin by looking at several passages that affirm that God did, indeed, cause evil events to come about and evil deeds to be done. But we must remember that in all these passages it is very clear that Scripture nowhere shows God as directly doing anything evil but rather as bringing about evil deeds through the willing actions of moral creatures. Moreover, Scripture never blames God for evil or shows God as taking pleasure in evil and Scripture never excuses human beings for the wrong they do. However we understand God’s relationship to evil, we must never come to the point where we think that we are not responsible for the evil that we do, or that God takes pleasure in evil or is to be blamed for it. Such a conclusion is clearly contrary to Scripture.
 
There are literally dozens of Scripture passages that say that God (indirectly) brought about some kind of evil. Christians often are unaware of the extent of this forthright teaching in Scripture. Yet it must be remembered that in all of these examples, the evil is actually done not by God but by people or demons who choose to do it.
 

	Genesis 37:4
4 His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms. 

	Genesis 37:5
5 Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 

	Genesis 37:8
8 Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

	Genesis 37:11
11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind. 
Genesis 37:20
20 “Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his dreams!” 

	Genesis 37:24
24 and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any water in it. 

	Genesis 37:28
28 Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

	Genesis 45:5
5 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 

	Psalm 105:17
17 He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
Genesis 50:20
20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 

	Genesis 15:13-14
13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.
14 “But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.
 Exodus 4:21
21 The Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 

	Exodus 7:3
3 “But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt. 

	Exodus 9:12
12 And the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses. 

	Exodus 10:20
20 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the sons of Israel go. 

	Exodus 14:4
4 “Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” And they did so. 

	Exodus 14:8
8 The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he chased after the sons of Israel as the sons of Israel were going out boldly. 

	Exodus 8:15
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 

	Exodus 8:32
32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go. 

	Exodus 9:34
34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 

	Exodus 9:16
16 “But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth. 

	Romans 9:17
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” 

	Romans 9:18
18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 

	Exodus 14:17
17 “As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 

	Psalm 105:25
25 He turned their heart to hate His people, To deal craftily with His servants. 

	Joshua 11:20
20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might utterly destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

	Judges 3:12
12 Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the Lord. 

	Judges 9:23
23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech, 

	Judges 14:4
4 However, his father and mother did not know that it was of the Lord, for He was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling over Israel. 

	1 Samuel 2:22-25
22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting.
23 He said to them, “Why do you do such things, the evil things that I hear from all these people?
24 “No, my sons; for the report is not good which I hear the Lord’s people circulating.
25 “If one man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the Lord desired to put them to death. 

	1 Samuel 16:14
14 Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him. 

	 
2 Samuel 12:11-12
11 “Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 
12 ‘Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.’ ” 

	2 Samuel 12:15-18
15 So Nathan went to his house. Then the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s widow bore to David, so that he was very sick. 
16 David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David fasted and went and lay all night on the ground. 
17 The elders of his household stood beside him in order to raise him up from the ground, but he was unwilling and would not eat food with them. 
18 Then it happened on the seventh day that the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was still alive, we spoke to him and he did not listen to our voice. How then can we tell him that the child is dead, since he might do himself harm!” 

	2 Samuel 16:5-12
5 When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the family of the house of Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out cursing continually as he came. 
6 He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all the people and all the mighty men were at his right hand and at his left. 
7 Thus Shimei said when he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and worthless fellow! 
8 “The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!” 

	9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over now and cut off his head.”
10 But the king said, “What have I to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he curses, and if the Lord has told him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”
11 Then David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold, my son who came out from me seeks my life; how much more now this Benjamite? Let him alone and let him curse, for the Lord has told him.
12 “Perhaps the Lord will look on my affliction and return good to me instead of his cursing this day.”

	2 Samuel 24:1
1 Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, "Go, number Israel and Judah."

	2 Samuel 24:10
10 Now David’s heart troubled him after he had numbered the people. So David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O Lord, please take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have acted very foolishly.” 

	2 Samuel 24:12-17
12 “Go and speak to David, ‘Thus the Lord says, “I am offering you three things; choose for yourself one of them, which I will do to you.” ’ ” 
13 So Gad came to David and told him, and said to him, “Shall seven years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider and see what answer I shall return to Him who sent me.” 
14 Then David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let us now fall into the hand of the Lord for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 
15 So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning until the appointed time, and seventy thousand men of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. 
16 When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the people, “It is enough! Now relax your hand!” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
17 Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw the angel who was striking down the people, and said, “Behold, it is I who have sinned, and it is I who have done wrong; but these sheep, what have they done? Please let Your hand be against me and against my father’s house.” 

	1 Chronicles 21:1
1 Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel. 

	 
1 Kings 11:14
14 Then the Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of the royal line in Edom. 

	1 Kings 11:23
23 God also raised up another adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah. 

	 
Job 1:12
12 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” So Satan departed from the presence of the Lord. 

	Job 1:15
15 and the Sabeans attacked and took them. They also slew the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

	Job 1:17
17 While he was still speaking, another also came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them and slew the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

	Job 1:19
19 and behold, a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people and they died, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

	Job 1:21
21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

	Job 1:22
22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. 
 
To blame God for evil that he had brought about through secondary agents would have been to sin. Job does not do this, Scripture never does this, and neither should we.
 

	1 Kings 22:23
23 “Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the Lord has proclaimed disaster against you.” 

	Isaiah 10:5
5 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation, 

	Jeremiah 25:9
9 behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and against its inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and make them a horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 

	Jeremiah 25:12
12 ‘Then it will be when seventy years are completed I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation,’ declares the Lord, ‘for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans; and I will make it an everlasting desolation. 

	Ezekiel 14:9
9 “But if the prophet is prevailed upon to speak a word, it is I, the Lord, who have prevailed upon that prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy him from among My people Israel. 

	Amos 3:6
6 If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? If a calamity occurs in a city has not the Lord done it? 

	Amos 4:6-12
6 “But I gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities And lack of bread in all your places, Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
7 “Furthermore, I withheld the rain from you While there were still three months until harvest. Then I would send rain on one city And on another city I would not send rain; One part would be rained on, While the part not rained on would dry up. 
8 “So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water, But would not be satisfied; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
9 “I smote you with scorching wind and mildew; And the caterpillar was devouring Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
10 “I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; I slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses, And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
11 “I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 

	Amos 4:6-12
6 “But I gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities And lack of bread in all your places, Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord.
7 “Furthermore, I withheld the rain from you While there were still three months until harvest. Then I would send rain on one city And on another city I would not send rain; One part would be rained on, While the part not rained on would dry up.
8 “So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water, But would not be satisfied; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord.
9 “I smote you with scorching wind and mildew; And the caterpillar was devouring Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord.
10 “I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; I slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses, And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord.
11 “I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord.
12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 

	 

In many of the passages mentioned above, God brings evil and destruction on people in judgment upon their sins: They have been disobedient or have strayed into idolatry, and then the Lord uses evil human beings or demonic forces or “natural” disasters to bring judgment on them. (This is not always said to be the case—Joseph and Job come to mind—but it is often so.) Perhaps this idea of judgment on sin can help us to understand, at least in part, how God can righteously bring about evil events. All human beings are sinful, for Scripture tells us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). None of us deserves God’s favor or his mercy, but only eternal condemnation. Therefore, when God brings evil on human beings, whether to discipline his children, or to lead unbelievers to repentance, or to bring a judgment of condemnation and destruction upon hardened sinners, none of us can charge God with doing wrong. Ultimately all will work in God’s good purposes to bring glory to him and good to his people. Yet we must realize that in punishing evil in those who are not redeemed (such as Pharaoh, the Canaanites, and the Babylonians), God is also glorified through the demonstration of his justice, holiness, and power (see Rom. 9:14–24).

	Romans 9:14-24
14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 
15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” 
18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?” 
20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you make me like this,” will it? 
21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? 
22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 
23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 
24 even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles. 

	 
Isaiah 45:7
7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. 

	Lamentations 3:38
38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That both good and ill go forth? 

	Isaiah 63:17
17 Why, O Lord, do You cause us to stray from Your ways And harden our heart from fearing You? Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage. 

	Exodus 4:11
11 The Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 
 
Jonah 1:15
15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 

	Jonah 2:3
3 “For You had cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the seas, And the current engulfed me. All Your breakers and billows passed over me. 

	 
The providential direction of God did not force the sailors to do something against their will, nor were they conscious of any divine influence on them—indeed, they cried to the Lord for forgiveness as they threw Jonah overboard (Jonah 1:14). In a way not understood by us and not revealed to us, God caused them to make a willing choice to do what they did.
 
Jonah 1:14
14 Then they called on the Lord and said, “We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life and do not put innocent blood on us; for You, O Lord, have done as You have pleased.” 

	 
Acts 4:27-28
27 “For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.

	Acts 2:23
23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 
 
They were not forced by God to act against their wills; rather, God brought about his plan through their willing choices for which they were nevertheless responsible.
 

	2 Thessalonians 2:11-12
11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 
12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

	1 Peter 2:8
8 and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

	 

8) Analysis of Verses Relating to God and Evil:
a. God Uses All Things to Fulfill His Purposes and Even Uses Evil for His Glory and for Our Good:
Romans 8:28
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

	Genesis 50:20
20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.
Proverbs 16:4
4 The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil. 

	Psalm 76:10
10 For the wrath of man shall praise You; With a remnant of wrath You will gird Yourself. 

	 

b. Nevertheless, God Never Does Evil, and Is Never to Be Blamed for Evil: 
Luke 22:22
22 “For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 

	Matthew 26:24
24 “The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 

	Mark 14:21
21 “For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 

	Matthew 18:7
7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 

	James 1:13-14
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 
14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 
 
These verses all make it clear that “secondary causes” (human beings, and angels and demons) are real and that human beings do cause evil and are responsible for it. Though God ordained that it would come about, both in general terms and in specific details, yet God is removed from actually doing evil and his bringing it about through “secondary causes” does not impugn his holiness or render him blameworthy.  John Calvin heads a chapter in his book Institutes, “God So Uses the Works of the Ungodly, and So Bends Their Minds to Carry Out His Judgments, That He Remains Pure From Every Stain”.  We should notice that the alternatives to saying that God uses evil for his purposes but that he never does evil and is not to be blamed for it, are not desirable ones. If we were to say that God himself does evil, we would have to conclude that he is not a good and righteous God, and therefore that he is not really God at all. On the other hand, if we maintain that God does not use evil to fulfill his purposes, then we would have to admit that there is evil in the universe that God did not intend, is not under his control, and might not fulfill his purposes. This would make it very difficult for us to affirm that “all things” work together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose (Rom. 8:28). If evil came into the world in spite of the fact that God did not intend it and did not want it to be there, then what guarantee do we have that there will not be more and more evil that he does not intend and that he does not want? And what guarantee do we have that he will be able to use it for his purposes, or even that he can triumph over it? Surely this is an undesirable alternative position.
 
c. God Rightfully Blames and Judges Moral Creatures for the Evil They Do:

	Isaiah 66:3-4
3 “But he who kills an ox is like one who slays a man; He who sacrifices a lamb is like the one who breaks a dog’s neck; He who offers a grain offering is like one who offers swine’s blood; He who burns incense is like the one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, And their soul delights in their abominations, 
4 So I will choose their punishments And will bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. And they did evil in My sight And chose that in which I did not delight.” 

	Ecclesiastes 7:29
29 “Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices.”
 
The blame for evil is always on the responsible creature whether man or demon, who does it, and the creature who does evil is always worthy of punishment. Scripture consistently affirms that God is righteous and just to punish us for our sins. And if we object that he should not find fault with us because we cannot resist his will, then we must ponder the apostle Paul’s own response to that question: “You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?’ But who are you, a man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me thus?”’ (Rom. 9:19–20). In every case where we do evil, we know that we willingly choose to do it, and we realize that we are rightly to be blamed for it.
 

	d. Evil Is Real, Not an Illusion, and We Should Never Do Evil, for It Will Always Harm Us and Others: 
Matthew 6:13
13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]’ 

	James 5:19-20
19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 
20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

	1 Peter 2:11
11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 

	Romans 3:8
8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just. 
 
In thinking about God using evil to fulfill his purposes, we should remember that there are things that are right for God to do but wrong for us to do: He requires others to worship him, and he accepts worship from them. He seeks glory for himself. He will execute final judgment on wrongdoers. He also uses evil to bring about good purposes, but he does not allow us to do so. Calvin quotes a statement of Augustine with approval: “There is a great difference between what is fitting for man to will and what is fitting for God....For through the bad wills of evil men God fulfills what he righteously wills.”﻿
 

	Government
 God has a purpose in all that he does in the world and he providentially governs or directs all things in order that they accomplish his purposes.
 
Psalm 103:19
19 The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over all. 

	Daniel 4:35
35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ 

	Romans 11:36
36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

	1 Corinthians 15:27
27 For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. 

	Philippians 2:10-11
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

	Acts 4:28
28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

	Ephesians 1:4
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

	Ephesians 2:10
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

	Jude 4
4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

	 

Various Verses
 Acts 27:22-26
22 “Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 
23 “For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me, 
24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.’ 
25 “Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that it will turn out exactly as I have been told. 
26 “But we must run aground on a certain island.” 

	Acts 27:30
30 But as the sailors were trying to escape from the ship and had let down the ship’s boat into the sea, on the pretense of intending to lay out anchors from the bow, 

	Acts 27:31
31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, “Unless these men remain in the ship, you yourselves cannot be saved.” 

	Matthew 6:31
31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 

	Matthew 10:29-31
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 “So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 

	James 1:13
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 

	1 John 1:5
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

	Psalm 92:15
15 To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

	Psalm 97:1-2
1 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad.
2 Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.
 
1 Corinthians 10:13
13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 

	Psalm 139:4
4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all.
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